
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Colonial America                                                                 Unit: 2 

Target Course/Grade Level:      Third  Grade                                       Timeline: 6 weeks 

Unit Summary:   

Students will explore the people, places, and events of life in the early settlements and colonies of the 
United States of America. 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Reading, writing, vocabulary 

21
st
 century themes and skills:  

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving; Creativity and Innovation; Collaboration, Teamwork, and 
Leadership; Cross-Cultural Understanding and Interpersonal Communication 

Unit Rationale:   

It is important for each individual to understand how past cultures and events help to shape 

present day life and society. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards: 

 6.1: U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 

think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment 

shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 

decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, 

national, and global communities.  

 9.1: 21
st
 – Century Life & Career Skills:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global 

citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements: 

 Rules and laws are developed to protect people’s rights and the security and welfare 
of society.  

 The examination of individual experiences, historical narratives, and events promotes 

an understanding of individual and community responses to the violation of 

fundamental rights. 

 Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial 
patterns and organization of people, places, and environments on Earth. 

 Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface differ markedly from region to region, 
place to place, and time to time. 

 People make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of resources. 

 Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United States for various reasons and have a 
major impact on the state and the nation. 

 Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our 

nation. 

 Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and commonly held values, ideas, and 

assumptions that are generally accepted by a particular group of people. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and 



group goal setting and problem solving. 

 Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals 
with greater efficiency. 

 Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in 

preventing misunderstandings. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national 

governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote 

the common good. 

6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, 

to violations of fundamental rights. 

6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of 

maps, and determine when the information may be useful. 

6.1.4.B.7 Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more 

suited for settlement than others. 

6.1.4.C.1 Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made 

in their communities. 

6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice 

influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations 

6.1.4.D.2 

 

Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, 

immigrated to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they 
encountered. 

6.1.4.D.4 

 

Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state 

of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.5 

 

Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration 

of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to 
present day government and citizenship. 

6.1.4.D.13 

 

Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 

people. 

9.1.4.B.1 

 

Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies 

that foster creative thinking. 

9.1.4.C.1 

 

Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in 

completing tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

9.1.4.D.1 

 

Use effective oral and written communication in face-to-face and online 

interactions and when presenting to an audience. 

 

9.1.4.D.2 

 

Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.njcccs.org/ContentAreaTabularView.aspx?code=6&Desc=Social+Studies
http://www.njcccs.org/ContentAreaTabularView.aspx?code=6&Desc=Social+Studies


Unit Essential Questions 

 

 How do our interpretations of past events inform our 
understanding of cause and effect, and continuity 
and change, and how do they influence our beliefs 
and decisions about current public policy issues? 

 How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs 
systems, and cultures provide a context for 
understanding and challenging public actions and 
decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Colonial America is the time period before 
the United States became an independent 

nation with its own government. 
 Appreciate the differing viewpoints people 

hold by virtue of their knowledge, experience 
and interpretation. 

 The ideals that our government is based on 
were developed during the colonial period 
and are still in practice today.  

 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Explore how colonists lived and worked in their communities. 

 Compare and contrast a colonial child’s life with a modern child’s life. 

 Describe the ways laws were enforced during colonial times. 

 Identify changes by comparing maps from different times, (a map of US during the 

colonial period with a map of the US today). 

 Analyze changes in government brought upon by a community’s involvement in 

problem solving. 

 Identify the original 13 colonies on a US map. 

 Describe the characteristics of an effective rule or law (e.g., achieves purpose, clear, 

      fair, protects rights and the common good).  

 Differentiate between power and authority. 

 Explain how the present is connected to the past 

 Place key historical events and people in historical eras using timelines. 

 Determine locations of places and interpret information available on maps and globes. 

 Use thematic maps and other geographic representations to obtain, describe, and 

compare spatial patterns and information about people, places, regions and 

environments.  

 Distinguish fact from fiction 

 Identify and use a variety of primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past 

(i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, photos, etc.) 

 Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format.  

       

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

Colonial Day (reenactment of a school day in the life of a colonial child) 

Colonial Assessment “Letter to Grandma”  

 

 

Equipment needed: Smart board, lap top computer, DVD/VHS player 

Teacher Instructional Resources:  

 Classroom text-Harcourt Brace Social Studies 

 Various books about the period from the library;  

 “If you lived in Colonial Times” non-fiction text;  

 “Sarah Morton’s Day” And “Samuel Eaton’s Day” Historical books;  

 Teacher made materials 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Quiz on the names and locations of the original 

13 colonies 

 

 Observe students for concept understanding 

with various classroom activities, discussions, 

and written assignments. 

 

 

Integration of Technology:  

 SMARTboard tools 

 virtual maps 

 United Streaming videos 

 creation of a power point slide on one of the following topics: 

Home life, School life, Community life 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit 
http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/plymouth/ 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Utilize pairing and grouping of activities. 

Deliver instruction in a variety of modalities. 

Provide student the opportunity to express their learning through a variety of writing assignments. 

Express understanding through role playing scenarios. 

Express understanding through the use of problem solving situations. 

Choose sub topic for research. 

Teacher Notes: 

 


